
Offprint Botanica Marina Vol. 42, 1999, pp. 4872503 g 1999 by Walter de Gruyter · Berlin · New York

Species of the Genus Thalassiosira (Bacillariophyceae) from the Gulf of
Tehuantepec, Mexico
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Species of the diatom genus Thalassiosira are an important component of the marine phytoplankton all over
the world, and the Mexican Pacific Ocean planktonic flora is also rich in species of this genus. In this study
37 net plankton samples from the Gulf of Tehuantepec, Mexico were analyzed, yielding 23 taxa of the genus.
Most of the species were studied using combined light and electron microscopy. New records for the Mexican
Pacific Ocean are Thalassiosira hendeyi, T. intrannula, T. pseudonana, T. tenera and T. visurgis. The species of
Thalassiosira recorded here seem to indicate that the Gulf of Tehuantepec represents a subtropical zone at
least in one period of the year.

Introduction

Recent studies have shown that Thalassiosira species
are an important component of the marine phyto-
plankton world-wide (Rivera 1981, Hallegraeff 1984,
Johansen and Fryxell 1985, Makarova 1988, Harris
et al. 1995, Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña
1995). Various authors have mentioned that the
number of species within this genus may exceed 100
(e. g. Hasle and Syvertsen 1996); this figure and the
morphological complexity of the genus make positive
species identification difficult. Some morphological
features have been shown to be important as taxo-
nomic characters within the genus Thalassiosira, such
as the number and position of fultoportulae and ri-
moportulae on the valve (Hasle 1973 a, Hasle and
Syvertsen 1996). These facts have led to the descrip-
tion of new species and the reallocation of some oth-
ers previously considered members of other genera,
such as the genus Coscinodiscus (Fryxell 1975, Hasle
and Fryxell 1977, Fryxell and Hasle 1977). As most
of these characters are difficult to observe by light
microscopy, the use of electron microscopes, both
transmission and scanning (TEM and SEM), is a very
useful tool for the positive identification of Thalassio-
sira species. Makarova (1980) considers areolation
pattern important in taxonomy and proposes sections
within the systematics of Thalassiosira, but there are
some observations showing this character to be vari-
able, e. g. T. pacifica (Hasle 1978 b), T. simonsenii
(Hallegraeff 1984), T. bulbosa (Syvertsen and Hasle
1984), T. tealata (Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña
1995).

The present work was conducted in the Gulf of
Tehuantepec, Mexico, one of the most productive

zones of the Tropical Mexican Pacific (Robles-Jarero
and Lara-Lara 1993), and one that has been poorly
studied concerning phytoplankton, either on floristic
or ecological aspects (Hernández-Becerril 1987,
1988). The purpose of this paper is to study the spe-
cies of the diatom genus Thalassiosira and to provide
a revision for the area.

Materials and Methods

The Gulf of Tehuantepec is located on the southern
Pacific coast of Mexico. It is situated between 148 and
168 N and between 928 and 968 W, and it has a trian-
gular form with an area of 31 km2 (Figure 1). There
are two typical seasons: windy season from May to
October and dry season from November to April. In
the dry season, strong winds from the Gulf of Mexico
(called ‘Tehuanos’) blow with a great velocity and
they are responsible for the upwellings occurring in
the Gulf during this period (Roden 1961, Stumpf
1975).

Thirty-seven samples, which were taken during two
oceanographic cruises: MIMAR-V in May 1989, and
FIQUIMBI-I in November 1989, were studied. The
samples were collected by vertical net (54 mm mesh)
hauls and then fixed with Formalin to a final concen-
tration of 4 %. Figure 1 shows 14 stations where Tha-
lassiosira species where found.

Material was rinsed and cleaned and then observed
by light microscopy (Reichart Diastar). The cleaning
method followed that proposed by Hasle (1978 a).
Either rinsed or cleaned material was treated using
conventional methods for SEM (JEOL, JMS-35),
whereas for TEM (JEOL 1200 EX) only cleaned ma-
terial was used.
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Fig. 1. Map of the study area with the stations where Thalassiosira species were recorded.

General terminology for diatoms follows Anony-
mous (1975) and Ross et al. (1979). Evaluation of
morphological characters followed Makarova (1980),
Hasle and Fryxell (1977) and Hasle and Syvertsen
(1996). Specific references are given for each species.

Results

Twenty-three taxa were recorded: 19 species and 1
variety were fully identified, whereas 2 are tentative
identifications, and 2 remained unidentified. We dis-
play the species studied in alphabetical order with
their descriptions, and at the same time provide tabu-
lar keys where the species are arranged according to
their areolar pattern and diameter to facilitate the
identification of the species (Tables I, II, III, IV)

Observations

Thalassiosira decipiens (Grunow) Jörgensen
Figs 224

Hasle 1979, p. 88, figs 1242
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 545,
figs 10215

Cells form chains linked by mucilage threads.
Valves are flat to slightly concave, with a diameter of
10230 mm. Areolae are in an eccentric pattern with a
density of 8210 in 10 mm, and a higher density
towards the valve margin of 13 in 10 mm. Cribra have
numerous pores. The central areola is surrounded by
7 areolae and close to it there is a small fultoportula
with 4 satellite pores. There is a ring of fultoportulae
with large tubes at the margin: 425 in 10 mm, with 4
satellite pores too. One marginal rimoportula with a
large tube occurs slightly away from the fultoportulae
ring. The mantle has costae at a density of 15 in
10 mm.

Distribution: Temperate to subtropical areas (Hasle
1979). Stations: MIMAR-V 16; FIQUIMBI-I 15, 24.

Thalassiosira eccentrica (Ehrenberg) Cleve
Figs 5, 6

Fryxell and Hasle 1972, p. 300, figs 1218
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 504, figs 15 a2d
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 16220

Cells form chains and are linked by mucilage
threads. Valves are generally flat, with a diameter of
46249 mm. Areolae are hexagonal and arranged in
an eccentric pattern with a density of 729 areolae in
10 mm. Fultoportulae occur in 3 rings at the margin
of the valve and 1 ring of spines occurs between the
mantle and valve face. Marginal fultoportulae occur
at a density of 4 in 10 mm, and spines at a density of
223 in 10 mm. Over the valve face there are fultopor-
tulae with no particular arrangement and they are
smaller than the marginal ones. One long rimopor-
tula with the tip flattened is situated at the margin,
among the ring of spines. The mantle bears costae at
a density of 12 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Cosmopolitan (Hasle 1976 a). Stations:
MIMAR-V 15, 16, 79, 106; FIQUIMBI-I 3, 4, 5, 12,
15, 61.

Thalassiosira exigua Fryxell et Hasle Figs 729
Hasle and Fryxell 1977, p. 30, figs 66273
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 23225

The small cells have a valve diameter of 6210 mm.
Valves are nearly flat. The hexagonal areolae are dis-
posed in a linear pattern (density of 14236 in 10 mm),
with the marginal areolae smaller. One central fulto-
portula is situated inside the central areola. This are-
ola has the cribrum poorly perforated. There is one
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Table I. Thalassiosira species with a linear areolar pattern.

Taxa Dia- Areolae in 10 mm Location of External form Margi- Number of Number, location Other processes Valve
meter fultoportula of fultoportula nal fulto- satellite and external form costae
(mm) portulae pores of rimoportula in

in 10 mm 10 mm

T. exigua 62101 V :141, 244 CF: 1 inside CF: short tube1, 4*, 5261 CF: 41, 2244 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 272451

3.5284 M: 361, 4 of an areola1, 4 MF: short tubes1, 4*, 627 4 MF: ? short tubes1, 4 352404

MF: 1 ring1, 4 covered with a
siliceous cap4

T. cf. bulbosa 5261 V: 151 CF: 11 CF: short tubes1 81 CF: 41 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 No1

M: 201 MF: 1 ring1 MF: large, bulb-shaped1 MF: 2?1 large tube1

T. bulbosa 22162 V: 362426, CF: 16 CF: short tubes6 4.5 6 CF: 36 MR: 1 between 2 F, No6 No6*

202266 in MF: 1 ring6 MF: large, bulb-shaped6 MF: 26 closer to one of them6,
resting cells large tube6*

T. cf. pacifica 8291 V: 201 CF: 11 CF: short tubes1 92101 CF: 425? 1 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 501

M: 401 MF: 1 ring1 MF: short tubes1 MF: 31 large tube? 1

T. pacifica 72462, 5 V: 10218 2, 5 CF: 15 CF: large tube5* 4272 CF: 65* MR: 1 between 2 F, No5 13214 5*

M: > 205 MF: 1 ring5 MF: large tubes with MF: 45 large tube5

external flared skirt5

T. tenera 72181 V: 161, 92162, 4, CF: 1 inside CF: short tubes4 51 CF: 31, 4254 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 242301

102292, 4 122137 of an areola1, 4 MF: short tubes with a 3252, 4 MF: 425?1 closer to one of them4, 20224 4

6.52157 M: 401 MF: 1 ring1, 4 siliceous wedges attached short tubes1, 4 23226 7

to them4

T. simonsenii 162371 V: 4261, 7283, CF: 11 CF: short tubes1, 4 526 2, 4 CF: 44* MR: 2 opposed by an Marginal ring of 72101

302594 4254 MF: 2 rings4 MF: large tubes4 MF: 44* angle of 1308215581, occluded processes1, 3, 7293*

412603 M: 829? 4, 122174 175218083, 4 1 in 10 mm4, 82104

large tubes1, 4 large tubes4

T. hendeyi 352371 V: 6271, 526 4 CF: 11, 4 CF: short tubes4 2 4 CF: ? 1 MR: 2 opposed by an No 4 82101

5021204 M: 12- 174 MF: 3 rings4 MF: short tubes4 MF: 44* angle of 18081, 1608218084*, 7284

large tubes1, 4

T. lineata 371 V: 92101, SmF: over the SmF: reduced4 ? 1 SmF: 24 MR: 1 between 2 rings of No4 182204*

92452 82162, 4 valve1, 3 MF: short tubes4 5262, 4 MF: 3?4* MF4, short tubes4

132263 92123 MF: 2 rings4

T. leptopus 7021461 V: 4251, 4272, 4 MF: 223 rings MF: short tubes4 ? 1 MF: 54 MR: 1 between 2 occluded Marginal ring of 102111

2621652 M: 92141, 82144 in zig-zag4 3282 processes1, 4 large tube 1, 4 occluded processes, 104*

2234 2251, 4 in 10 mm
large tubes4

F 5 Fultoportula, R 5 Rimoportula, C 5 Central, Sm 5 Submarginal, M 5 Margin or marginal, V 5 Valve ‘ * observed from figures.
1This study, 2Hasle and Syvertsen 1996, 3Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, 4Hasle and Fryxell 1977, 5Hasle 1978 b, 6Syvertsen and Hasle 1984, 7Proschkina-Lavrenko 1961.
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Table II. Thalassiosira species with an eccentric areolar pattern

Taxa Dia- Areolae in 10 mm Location of External form Marginal Number of Number, location Other processes Valve
meter fultoportula of fultoportula fulto- satellite and external form costae
(mm) portulae pores of rimoportula in

in 10 mm 10 mm

T. profunda 2241 V: 401, 4025011 CF: 11 CF: short tubes1 101 CF: 21, 4,11 MR: 1 between 2 F, opposed No1 No1

1.5 3 M: 501, 8011 MF: 1 ring1 MF: short tubes11 62711 MF: 21, 3 4, to the CF, short tubes 1, 11

1.922.811 411

Thalassiosira. 8291 V: 251 CF: 11 CF: short tubes1 92101 CF: 41 MR: 1 between 2 F, closer No1 No1

sp. 1 MF: 1 ring1 MF: short tubes1 MF: 41 to one of them, reduced 1

Thalassiosira 8.31 V: 101, 1321412,13 CF: 11, 12, 13 CF: short tubes1 5261 CF: 51, 412 MR: 2, between 2 F, No1 No1

visurgis 1521812 M: 301, 1812,13 MF:1ring1,12,13 MF: short tubes1 42512,13 MF: 412 separated by an angle of
921813 < 1408, reduced1,

12082180812

T. oestrupii 231 V: 7281, 62910 CF: 110 CF: reduced10 ?1 CF: ? 1, 3 10 ER: 1 reduced1, 10 No1 No1

var. venrickae 82278 M: 92101, MF: 1 ring1, MF: reduced1, 10 22310 MF: ? 1, 3 10

5.523910 721110 2 rings10

T. decipiens 102301 V: 82101, CF: 1 1, 7 CF: short tubes1 4251 CF: 41, 9 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 151

92407 8212 7 MF: 1 ring1, 7, 9 MF: large tubes1, 8, 9 4267 MF: 41, 9 large tube 1, 9 22 9

152289 M: 131, 8215 7 4279

T. eccentrica 462491 V: 3271, 5285 CF: 11, 5 CF: short tubes1, 5* 41 CF: ?1 MR: 1 between 2 F, Marginal spines: 721

1221015 M: 3271 , 7295 SmF: over SmF: short tubes1, 5* 225 7 SmF: ?1 large tube1, 5 2231, 326 5* 16 8*

the valve1, 5, MF: short tubes1, 5* MF: ?1, 46 in 10 mm
MF: 31, 25 rings

T. symmetrica 552601 V: 8291, 5275 CF: 1 ring CF: reduced5 102111 CF: 51, 5* MR: 2 between 2 F, ?1 ?1

302885 M: 8291, 6285 with 7 F1, 5. SmF: reduced5 426 5 SmF: 51, 5* opposed by an angle of 16581, Marginal spines: 10 6

SmF: over the MF: reduced5 MF: 41 17085, large tubes5 3265* in 10 mm
valve in rings1, 5.
MF: 1 ring1, 5.

T. punctifera 621 V: 61, 4.5262 CF: 1 ring CF: short tubes4 31, 4* CF: 51 CR: 11, 2, 3, 4, large4 ? 1 No1

602902 M: 111, 627 2 with 7 F1, 4, SmF: short tubes4 SmF: 51 MR: 12, 4, 21 separated by Granules or short
SmF: over the MF: spine4 MF: 51 an angle of 7081, 33, spines on the centre4

valve in rings1, 4, large tube2, 4

MF: 1 ring1, 4

F 5 Fultoportula, R 5 Rimoportula, C 5 Central, Sm 5 Submarginal, M 5 Margin or marginal, E 5 Eccentric, V 5 Valve ‘ * observed from figures.
1This study, 2Simonsen 1974, 3Herzig and Fryxell 1986, 4Hallegraeff 1984, 5Fryxell and Hasle 1972, 6Rivera 1981, 7Hasle and Syvertsen 1996, 8Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, 9Hasle
1979, 10Fryxell and Hasle 1980, 11Hasle 1973 b, 12Hasle 1978 c, 13Mahood et al. 1986
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Table III. Thalassiosira species with a fasciculated areolar pattern.

Taxa Dia- Areolae in 10 mm Location of External form Marginal Number of Number, location Other processes Valve
meter fultoportula of fultoportula fulto- satellite and external form costae
(mm) portulae pores of rimoportula in

in 10 mm 10 mm

T. minuscula 8.51 V: 501 CF: 11, 2, CF: short tubes1, 2 31, 41, 2 CF: 51 SmR: 11, 2 close to SmF. No1, 2 551

162202 302362 slightly MF: short tubes1, 2, 5 MF: 324?1, 42 Prominent1, 2 702*

182215 292325 eccentric5 Large tube5

SmF: 1 near
MR1, 2

MF: 1 ring1, 2, 5

T. tealata 102111 V: 401 CF: 11, 3, 5 CF: large tube1, 3, 5, 5261 CF: ?1 MR: 1 close to a fulto- No1 No1

62103 302403 MF: 11, 3, 5 MF: large tubes with wings 33 MF: ?1 portula, large tube1, 3*, 5*

62115 302345 in T-shaped1, 3, 5 55

T. subtilis 182251 V: 292301 CF: 11, 2, 5 CF: short tubes1, 2, 5 31, 2*, 5* CF, SmF, SmR: 1 between MF and No1 No1

152322 302 SmF: 2 rings1, 2 SmF: short tubes1, 2, 5 MF: 41, 2 SmF rings, large tube1, 5

172195 302325 MF: 1 ring1, 2 MF: short tubes1, 2, 5

T. intrannula 602671 V: 102121 EF: 1 ring 1, 4 EF: reduced1, 4 51 EF: ?1, 44 ER: 11, 4 , reduced1, 4 No 1, 4 ? 1

452634 102134 MF: 1 ring MF: reduced1, 4 5264 MF: ?1, 44

M: 202244

F 5 Fultoportula, R 5 Rimoportula, C 5 Central, Sm 5 Submarginal, M 5 Margin or marginal, E 5 Eccentric, V 5 Valve ‘ * observed from figures.
1This study, 2Hasle 1972, 3Takano 1980, 4Herzig and Fryxell 1986, 5Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995.

Table IV. Thalassiosira species with a radial areolar pattern.

Taxa Dia- Areolae in 10 mm Location of External form Marginal Number of Number, location Other processes Valve
meter fultoportula of fultoportula fulto- satellite and external form costae
(mm) portulae pores of rimoportula in

in 10 mm 10 mm

T. pseudonana 3241 V: 301 CF: 14 sub- CF: short tubes1, 4 10 CF: 21, 5 MR: 1 close to a F, No1 ? 1

4295 302355 central1 MF: short tubes1, 4 82175 MF: 31, 5 short tubes1, 4*

M: 601 MF: 1 ring1, 4 62125

552605

T. mala 5261 V: 301 EF: 11, 2, 3 EF: short tubes1, 2 101 EF: 31, 2, 42, 3* MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 ? 1

4.528.82 352382, 3 MF: 1 ring1, 2, 3 MF: short tubes1, 2 7292 MF: 31, 2, 42 short tubes1, 2

7283 M: 352421

T. sp. 2 102111 451 CF: 11 CF: short tubes1 6271 CF: ?1 MR: 1 between 2 F, No1 ? 1

MF: 1 ring1 MF: short tubes1 MF: ?1 short tubes1

F 5 Fultoportula, R 5 Rimoportula, C 5 Central, Sm 5 Submarginal, M 5 Margin or marginal, E 5 Eccentric, V 5 Valve ‘ * observed from figures.
1This study, 2Takano 1976, 3Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, 4Harris et al. 1995, 5Hasle and Heimdal 1976.
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Figs 2213.
Figs 224. Thalassiosira decipiens. Fig. 2. Cells in chain with marginal rimoportulae (arrows), SEM. Fig. 3. cell with mar-
ginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 4. Central fultoportula, TEM. Figs 5, 6. Thalassiosira eccentrica. Fig. 5, Complete
cell with cingular bands, SEM. Fig. 6. Rimoportula, fultoportulae and spines, SEM. Figs 729. Thalassiosira exigua. Fig. 7.
Frustule showing marginal fultoportulae and costae and marginal rimoportula (arrow), SEM Fig. 8. Complete cell with
central fultoportula inside the areola and marginal rimoportula (arrow), SEM. Fig. 9. Central fultoportula and satellite
pores, TEM. Fig. 10. Thalassiosira hendeyi, valve with 2 marginal rimoportulae (arrows), LM. Figs 11213. Thalassiosira
intrannula. Fig. 11. Internal view of a valve with 1 off-centre rimoportula, SEM. Fig. 12. External view of the rimoportula,
SEM. Fig. 13. Marginal fultoportulae, SEM. Scale bars 5 10 mm (Figs 2, 5, 10, 11, 12). 5 1 mm (Figs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13).
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marginal ring of fultoportulae at a density of 526 in
10 mm, and between two of them there is a rimopor-
tula. The marginal processes are covered with silica
attached to the fultoportulae and forming wedges.
The mantle bears costae with a density of 27245 in
10 mm.

Distribution: Tropical to subtropical (Hernández-Be-
cerril and Tapia-Peña 1995). Stations: MIMAR-V 16,
FIQUIMBI-I 14.

Thalassiosira hendeyi Hasle et Fryxell Fig. 10
Hasle and Fryxell 1977, p. 25, figs 35245

Cells have a diameter of 35237 mm. Hexagonal
areolae are arranged in a linear pattern at a density of
627 in 10 mm and marginal ones are slightly smaller.
There is one central fultoportula, evident in the light
microscope, and two large marginal rimoportulae lo-
cated at an angle of 1808. The mantle bears costae at
a density of 8210 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Subtropical to tropical (Hasle and
Fryxell 1997). New record for the Mexican Pacific
coast. Station: MIMAR-V 16.

Thalassiosira intrannula Herzig et Fryxell
Figs 11213

Herzig and Fryxell 1986, p. 14216, figs 8217
Cells have a diameter of 60267 mm. Hexagonal

areolae occur at a density of 10 in 10 mm and towards
the margin 11212 in 10 mm. The areolar pattern is
fasciculated. One eccentric rimoportula, appearing
externally like a hole, occurs 425 areolae away from
the centre. One eccentric ring of fultoportulae (12) is
located almost in the middle of the valve margin with
each fultoportula separated by 729 areolae. One
marginal ring of fultoportulae is present at a density
of 5 in 10 mm. All the fultoportulae are reduced exter-
nally. The slit part of the rimoportula is oriented radi-
ally to the centre.

Distribution: Temperate: Atlantic Ocean (Gulf
Stream) to Sub-Antarctic (Herzig and Fryxell 1986).
New record for the Pacific Ocean. Station: FIQU-
IMBI-I 5.

Comments: This species resembles T. punctifera (Si-
monsen 1974, Hallegraeff 1984) in the position of the
one rimoportula in the centre, but T. intrannula only
has one rimoportula and is characterised by one ring
of fultoportulae on the valve far from the margin.

Thalassiosira leptopus (Grunow) Hasle et Fryxell
Figs 14, 15

Hasle and Fryxell 1977, p. 20, figs 11214, 94296
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 507, figs 20 a, b
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 28229

Cells are found solitary. Valves are flat with a dia-
meter of 702146 mm. Hexagonal areolae occur in a
linear pattern at a density of 425 areolae in 10 mm.

The areolae of the mantle are smaller and at a density
of 9214 in 10 mm. A marginal ring of occluded pro-
cesses is evident at a density of 5 in 10 mm. A rimo-
portula with a large external tube occurs between two
occluded processes,. The valve mantle has costae at a
density of 10211 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Temperate to tropical waters (Hasle
and Fryxell 1977). Stations: FIQUIMBI-I 3, 24.

Thalassiosira lineata Jousé Fig. 16
Simonsen 1974, p. 9, pl. 1, figs 427
Hasle and Fryxell 1977, p. 22, figs 15225
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 30232

Cells have a diameter of 37 mm. Hexagonal areolae
occur at a density of 9210 in 10mm. Areolae are ar-
ranged in a linear pattern. Fultoportulae are scattered
over the valve, replacing the corresponding areolae.
The rimoportula and marginal fultoportulae were not
observed in detail.

Distribution: Tropical to temperate waters (Hasle
and Fryxell 1977). Stations: FIQUIMBI-I 5, 15, 86.

Thalassiosira mala Takano Figs 17219
Takano 1976, p. 58, figs 1218
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 497, figs 2 a-c
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 33234

Valves are flat with a diameter of 526 mm. Irregu-
lar areolae occur in a radial pattern, at a density of
30 in 10 mm in the centre and 35242 in 10 mm at the
margin. Cribra have 126 pores at the centre, and
more than 6 elsewhere. One eccentric fultoportula
with 3 satellite pores, replacing the correspondent
areola, is separated by 2 or 3 areolae from the central
one. One marginal ring of fultoportulae occurs in a
density of 10 in 10 mm with 3 satellite pores at each
one. A short rimoportula occurs between two mar-
ginal fultoportulae, in the same direction as the ec-
centric fultoportula.

Distribution: This species is considered cosmopolitan
(Hasle 1976 a). Stations: MIMAR-V 16, FIQUIMBI-
I 15.

Thalassiosira minuscula Krasske Fig. 20
Hasle 1976 b, p. 104, figs 6210
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 497, figs 4 a2b
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 550,
figs 49260
Synonym: T. monoporocyclus Hasle
Hasle 1972, p. 129, figs 49260

Valves are convex with a diameter of 8.5 mm. Areo-
lae are hexagonal at a density of nearly 50 in 10 mm,
arranged in fascicles. One central fultoportula occurs
with 5 satellite pores. There is a marginal ring of ful-
toportulae at a density of 324 in 10 mm, having 3 or
4 (?) satellite pores. One large and narrow rimopor-
tula is present close to one fultoportula slightly away
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Figs 14225.
Figs 14, 15. Thalassiosira leptopus. Fig. 14. Valve showing the marginal rimoportula (arrow), LM. Fig. 15. Rimoportula,
SEM. Fig. 16. Thalassiosira lineata, valve with fultoportulae, LM. Figs 17219. Thalassiosira mala. Fig. 17. Valve showing
the marginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 18. Rimoportula and eccentric fultoportula, TEM. Fig. 19. Rimoportula,
SEM. Fig. 20 Thalassiosira minuscula, valve with the submarginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 21 Thalassiosira
oestrupii var. venrickae, complete cell showing the reduced rimoportula (arrow), SEM. Figs 22. Thalassiosira profunda,
valve with the marginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Figs 23225. Thalassiosira pseudonana. Fig. 23. Valve with marginal
rimoportula (arrow), SEM. Fig. 24. Valve with marginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 25. Rimoportula and marginal
fultoportulae, TEM. Scale bars5 10 mm (Figs 14, 15, 16, 21), 51 mm (Figs 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24), 5 200 nm (Fig. 25).
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from the marginal ring of fultoportulae. The valve
mantle has costae at a density of 55 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Warm water species (Hasle 1972,
1976 a). Station: FIQUIMBI-I 13.

Thalassiosira oestrupii var. venrickae Fryxell et Hasle
Fig. 21

Fryxell and Hasle 1980, p. 810, figs 11219
Rivera 1981, p. 103. Pls. 43244
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 550,
figs 42, 43

The small cells have a diameter of 23 mm. Hexago-
nal areolae are present at a density of 728 in 10 mm
at the centre and 9210 in 10 mm at the margin. The
areolar pattern is eccentric. The central areola is
larger than the others and surrounded by seven other
areolae. There is a rimoportula placed eccentrically 4
areolae away from the centre. The marginal fultopor-
tulae have no projections outside.

Distribution: Subtropical to tropical waters (Fryxell
and Hasle 1980). Station: FIQUIMBI-I 15.

Comments: This variety differs from T. oestrupii var.
oestrupii (Fryxell and Hasle 1980) in the distance be-
tween the marginal fultoportulae and the length of
the internal part, and in the areolar pattern and de-
gree of silicification. In T. oestrupii var. venrickae the
eccentric areolar pattern is quite characteristic.

Thalassiosira profunda (Hendey) Hasle Fig. 22
Hasle 1973 b, p. 31, figs 982100
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 499, figs 13

The small cells have a diameter of 224 mm. Areo-
lae are hexagonal at the centre of the valve with a
density of 40 in 10 mm, and are rectangular towards
the margin with a density of 50 in 10 mm. The areola-
tion pattern is slightly eccentric. Close to the central
areola, there is one fultoportula occupying the place
of one areola. The rest of the areolae have cribra with
326 pores with a slightly higher density towards the
marginal areolae. A ring of 4 fultoportulae occurs at
the margin, and the fultoportulae are separated by
10211 areolae. There is one short rimoportula be-
tween 2 marginal fultoportulae. All fultoportulae
have only 2 satellite pores.

Distribution: Temperate to subtropical waters (Hasle
1973 b, Hallegraeff 1984). Station: FIQUIMBI-I 13.

Thalassiosira pseudonana Hasle et Heimdal
Figs 23225

Hasle and Heimdal 1970, p. 565, figs 27238
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 499, figs 12 a-d
Harris et al. 1995, p. 121, figs 7, 25

Valves have a diameter of 324 mm. Areolae are
hexagonal and irregular with a radial pattern and a
density of 30235 in 10 mm at the centre and 55260
in 10 mm towards the margin. Cribra have few pores
in the central areola and up to 10 in the marginal

areolae. There is one short eccentric fultoportula sep-
arated by two areolae from the central one and with
only 2 satellite pores. One marginal ring of fultopor-
tulae occurs, each with 3 satellite pores and at a den-
sity of 10 in 10 mm, separated by 728 areolae. One
marginal rimoportula occurs between 2 fultoportu-
lae.

Distribution: Cosmopolitan, brackish (Hasle 1978 a).
New record for the Mexican Pacific coast. Station:
MIMAR-V 16.

Thalassiosira punctifera (Grunow) Fryxell, Simonsen
et Hasle Figs 26228
Simonsen 1974, plate 2, fig. 4, plate 3.
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 504, figs 16 a2d

The cells have a diameter of 62 mm. Hexagonal are-
olae are arranged in an eccentric pattern with a den-
sity of 6 in 10 mm and 11 in 10 mm towards the mar-
gin. The central areola is heptagonal with a scarcely
perforated cribrum and close to it there is a rimopor-
tula surrounded by 7 fultoportulae 2 or 3 areolae
away from the centre. There are other fultoportulae
forming rings over the valve. There is a marginal ring
of fultoportulae at a density of 4 in 10 mm. All fulto-
portulae have 5 satellites pores. The valve has 2 mar-
ginal rimoportulae separated by an angle of 808. The
slit part of the rimoportula is orientated parallel to
the margin of the valve.

Distribution: Warm species (Simonsen 1974). Sta-
tions: FIQUIMBI-I 14, 21.

Comments: This species is related to T. spinosa Si-
monsen, which develops spines all over the valve. The
organism we found had two marginal rimoportulae,
and although some authors (Simonsen 1974, Halle-
graeff 1984) mentioned one marginal rimoportulae
for T. punctifera, it seems it can have more than one
(Herzig and Fryxell 1986).

Thalassiosira simonsenii Hasle et Fryxell Fig. 29
Fryxell and Hasle 1972, p. 300, figs 1218
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 504, figs 15 a-d
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 548,
figs 16220

Valves are flat with a diameter of 16237 mm. Areo-
lae are hexagonal and arranged in a linear pattern,
with a density of 426 in 10 mm. The central areola is
smaller than the rest, and there is a small fultoportula
adjacent to it. There is a marginal ring of occluded
processes discernible in the light microscope. Two ri-
moportulae with large external tubes are present at
an angle of 130821558 among the marginal fultopor-
tulae and occluded processes. The marginal fultopor-
tulae were not observed in detail. The mantle has cos-
tae with a density of 7210 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Cosmopolitan (Hernández-Becerril and
Tapia-Peña 1995) Stations: MIMAR-V 16; FIQU-
IMBI-I 14.
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Figs 26237.
Figs 26228. Thalassiosira punctifera. Fig. 26. Valve with one central and two marginal fultoportulae (arrows), SEM. -
Fig. 27. Central rimoportula, SEM. Fig. 28. Marginal rimoportula, SEM. Fig. 29. Thalassiosira simonsenii, valve showing
rimoportulae (arrows), SEM. Figs 30232. Thalassiosira subtilis. Fig. 30. External view showing reduced fultoportulae and
the rimoportulae (arrow), SEM. Fig. 31. Detail of the rimoportula, SEM. Fig. 32. Internal view showing fultoportulae and
submarginal rimoportula, SEM. Fig. 33236. Thalassiosira symmetrica. Fig. 33. Valve showing the two marginal rimoportu-
lae (arrows), SEM. Fig. 34. Central ring of fultoportulae (arrows), SEM. Fig. 35. One marginal rimoportula between two
fultoportulae, SEM. Fig. 36. One marginal rimoportula with various fultoportulae by its sides, SEM. Fig. 37. Thalassiosira
tealata, valve showing the marginal rimoportula closer to one fultoportula (arrow), SEM. Scale bars5 10 mm (Figs 26, 30,
33, 34), 5 1 mm (Figs 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37).
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Thalassiosira subtilis (Ostenfeld) Gran emend. Hasle
Figs 30232

Hasle 1972, p. 300, figs 1218
Hallegraeff 1984, p. 497, figs 5 a-c
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 552,
figs 56258

Cells usually occur in mucilaginous masses. Valves
are convex with a diameter of 18225 mm. Areolae are
hexagonal or pentagonal forming radial fascicles,
with a density of 29230 in 10 mm. One central fulto-
portula occurs and other fultoportulae form rings on
the valve face. Marginal fultoportulae occur at a den-
sity of 3 in 10 mm. All fultoportulae have 4 satellite
pores. One large rimoportula occurs in the submar-
gin, close to a marginal ring of fultoportulae.

Distribution: Cosmopolitan species (Hasle 1976 a).
Stations: MIMAR-V 15, 54; FIQUIMBI-I 5.

Thalassiosira symmetrica Fryxell et Hasle
Figs 33236

Fryxell and Hasle 1972, p. 312, figs 37246
Fryxell et al. 1981. p. 45. figs 11213, 30
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 552,
figs 59261, 65
Rivera 1981, p. 144, figs 4252431
Cells have a diameter of 55260 mm. Hexagonal areo-
lae are present with a density of 829 in 10 mm. The
areolar pattern is eccentric. There is a ring of 7 fulto-
portulae on the valve between the centre and the
margin, 3 areolae away from the centre. Fultoportu-
lae are scattered over the valve aligned to the central
ring, separated by 2 or 3 areolae. These fultoportulae
have 5 satellite pores. One marginal ring of fultopor-
tulae occurs at a density of 10211 in 10 mm each one
with 4 satellite pores. A ring of spines occurs at a
density of 2 in 10 mm. Two marginal rimoportulae are
located between 2 fultoportulae and are opposed at
an angle of 1658. Close to them various fultoportulae
occur. The slit part of the rimoportulae is oriented
perpendicular to the valve margin.

Distribution: Temperate to tropical waters (Hernán-
dez-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, Rivera 1981). Sta-
tions: FIQUIMBI-I 5, 21.

Thalassiosira tealata Takano Fig. 37
Takano 1980, p. 55, figs 1217
Harris et al. 1995, p. 121, figs 9, 27
Hernández-Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, p. 552,
figs 62264, 66, 67

Cells have a diameter of 10211 mm. Hexagonal or
loculate areolae occur at a density of 40 in 10 mm.
Areolae are arranged in a fasciculated pattern. Close
to the central areola a densely silicified fultoportula
is located. There is a marginal ring of fultoportulae
separated 2.523.5 mm from each other (density of
526 in 10 mm). One rimoportula occurs close to one
marginal fultoportula. The marginal fultoportulae
are armoured with wings. Small granules are present

all over the valve surface. The valvocopula have rows
of pores at a density of 60270 in 10 mm close to the
mantle and 80290 in 10 mm away from it.

Comments: This species is related to T. curviseriata
Takano (Takano 1981), but differs in both the areolar
density and the length of the wings.

Distribution: Cold to subtropical waters (Hernández-
Becerril and Tapia-Peña 1995, Takano 1980). Station:
FIQUIMBI-I 5.

Thalassiosira tenera Proschkina-Lavrenko
Figs 38244

Hasle and Fryxell 1977, p. 28, figs 54265
Harris et al. 1995, p. 121, figs 6, 24

Valves are flat with a diameter of 7218 mm. Areo-
lae are hexagonal and arranged in a linear pattern
with a density of 16 in 10 mm. The marginal areolae
are irregular and smaller than those of the centre,
with a density of nearly 40 in 10 mm. The central are-
ola is larger than the others and has a small fultopor-
tula adjacent with 3 satellite pores and numerous
pores in the cribrum. The central areola may be cov-
ered with a siliceous cap. A marginal ring of small
fultoportulae is present with a density of 5 in 10 mm
and with 425 (?) satellite pores. These are covered
with a siliceous layer that forms wedges attached to
each process. A rimoportula is located at the margin,
between two fultoportulae. The costae at the valve
mantle have a density of 24230 in 10 mm.

Distribution: Cosmopolitan species (Hasle and Fryx-
ell 1977). New record for the Mexican Pacific coast.
Stations: FIQUIMBI-I 14, 24.

Thalassiosira visurgis Hustedt Figs 45, 46
Hasle 1978 c, p. 2612266, figs 124
Mahood et al. 1986, p. 138, figs 56261, 95, 96

Cells are 8 mm in diameter. Hexagonal areolae are
arranged in an eccentric pattern with a density of 10
in 10 mm in the centre and towards the margin the
areolae are irregular with a density of 20 in 10 mm.
The mantle has smaller areolae in a density of 30 in
10 mm. One central fultoportula with 5 satellite pores
is surrounded by 4 areolae. One marginal ring of ful-
toportulae occurs at a density of 526 in 10 mm. Two
short rimoportulae are placed slightly away from the
marginal ring of fultoportulae, opposite each other
at an angle of 1408.

Distribution: This species has been reported in rivers
in Germany (Hustedt 1957), some lakes and rivers of
United States (Hasle 1978 c), rivers and estuaries
from England (Belcher and Swale 1986) and San
Francisco Bay (Mahood et al. 1986),). New record for
the Mexican Pacific Ocean Station: FIQUIMBI-I 3.

Comments: This species has 2 marginal rimoportulae
and this character is not common in the genus. This
species resembles T. elsayedii Fryxell, but it lacks the
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Figs 38250.
Figs 38244. Thalassiosira tenera. Fig. 38. Valve with marginal rimoportulae (arrow), TEM. Fig. 39. Central fultoportula
inside of an areola, TEM. Fig. 40. Rimoportula, TEM. Fig. 41. Complete cell showing areolation, SEM. Fig. 42. Marginal
fultoportulae with wedges, SEM. Fig. 43. Valve with bigger areolae, TEM. Fig. 44. Detail of the valve with some granules,
SEM. Figs 45, 46. Thalassiosira visurgis. Fig. 45. Valve showing two marginal rimoportulae (arrows), TEM. Fig. 46. Detail
showing the central fultoportula and one marginal rimoportula, TEM. Figs 47250. Thalassiosira cf. bulbosa. Fig. 47. Valve
with marginal rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 48. Detail of a marginal fultoportula, TEM. Fig. 49. Central fultoportula
with four satellite pores, TEM. Fig. 50. Rimoportula and marginal fultoportulae, TEM. Scale bars 5 10 mm (Fig. 41),
5 1 mm (Figs 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 50), 5 200 nm (48, 49).
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spines which are characteristic of T. elsayedii (Fryxell
1975).

Thalassiosira cf. bulbosa Syvertsen Figs 47250
Syvertsen and Hasle 1984, p. 168, figs 1232

Valves are flat or slightly depressed in the centre,
with a diameter of 526 mm. The areolation pattern
appears somewhat linear, although it is rather irregu-
lar. Areolae have a density of 15 in 10 mm in the
centre and 20 in 10 mm towards the margin. Cribra
have numerous pores. There is a central fultoportula
in the place of one areola and it has 4 satellite pores.
A marginal ring of fultoportulae is present with a
density of 8 in 10 mm. Each fultoportula is bulb-
shaped and with 2 or 3 (?) satellite pores. One rimo-
portula is placed between two marginal fultoportu-
lae.

Comments: In TEM the bulb-shaped fultoportulae
can be observed. This character has only been ob-
served in T. bulbosa. However, this species had 4 sat-
ellite pores in the central fultoportulae and in the
marginal fultoportulae these pores were not observed
clearly, so it could not be identified positively. This
species resembles T. exigua in light microscopy, and
may therefore be easily misidentified.

Distribution: Thalassiosira bulbosa is considered as a
cold water species and it has been recorded only in
the Arctic Ocean (Syvertsen and Hasle 1984). Station:
FIQUIMBI-I 13.

Thalassiosira cf. pacifica Gran et Angst
Figs 51, 52

Hasle 1978 b, p. 88, figs 3, 40, 42269
Rivera 1981, p. 105, pls. 45249

Cells form chains linked by mucilage threads.
Valves are concave to flat, with a diameter of
829 mm. Areolae are hexagonal in a linear pattern,
with a density of 20 in 10 mm in the centre and 40
in 10 mm towards the margin. Cribra have numerous
pores. A central fultoportula is adjacent to a central
areola and with 4 or 5 satellite pores. At the margin,
the fultoportulae are arranged in a ring, separated by
425 areolae with 3 satellite pores, and at a density of
9210 in 10 mm. A rimoportula is located between
two marginal fultoportulae. The mantle has costae
with a density of 50 in 10 mm.

Comments: Thalassiosira pacifica has mostly the ri-
moportula replacing a marginal fultoportula, but it
can also be present between two of them (Hasle
1978 b). In addition, the areolar pattern is very vari-
able in this species, resulting in complicated positive
identification.

Distribution: Cold to temperate waters (Hasle 1978 b,
Rivera 1981). Station: FIQUIMBI-I 15.

Thalassiosira sp. 1 Figs 53, 54
Cells have a diameter of 829 mm. Areolae are fine,

arranged in an eccentric pattern with a density of 25
in 10 mm. One central fultoportula is surrounded by
4 areolae. There is one marginal ring of fultoportulae
with a density of 9210 in 10 mm. All fultoportulae
have 4 satellite pores. One marginal reduced rimo-
portula occurs between 2 fultoportulae, closer to one
of them.

Comments: This species does not have external exten-
sion of the fultoportulae and it looks like T. perpusilla
Kozlova, but differs in the position of the rimopor-
tula and the density of the fultoportulae. Addition-
ally, T. perpusilla is distributed only in southern cold
water areas (Hasle and Syvertsen 1996).

Distribution: station: FIQUIMBI-I 5.

Thalassiosira sp. 2 Figs 55, 56
Valves are slightly convex with a diameter of

10211 mm. Areolae occur at a density of 40245 in
10 mm following a radial pattern. One central fulto-
portula and one marginal ring of fultoportulae are
present in a density of 627 in 10 mm. One reduced
rimoportula occurs between 2 fultoportulae at the
margin. Valvocopula have numerous pores: 6 in
1 mm.

Comments: This species resembles T. minuscula but
the rimoportula in the latter is away from the margin.
In addition Thalassiosira sp. 2 does not have any ful-
toportula close to the rimoportula.

Distribution: station: FIQUIMBI-I 24.

Discussion

Morphology

In this study, we record 23 taxa for the Gulf of Tehu-
antepec. Of these, 5 species are reported for first time
for the Mexican Pacific: T. hendeyi, T. intrannula, T.
pseudonana, T. tenera and T. visurgis. Two species
could not be identified as their characters did not
agree with previous descriptions where the taxa have
been studied in detail and also 2 species are only ten-
tatively identified.

Eight of the total studied species belong to micro-
plankton (202200 mm): T. decipiens, T. eccentrica, T.
hendeyi, T. intrannula, T. leptopus, T. simonsenii, T.
subtilis and T. symmetrica and the rest belong to the
nanoplankton fraction (2220 mm), thus the difficulty
of making positive identification using only light mi-
croscopy.

Information concerning ultrastructural characters
of the frustules is provided, and in some cases there
are some interesting considerations. The number and
position of rimoportulae is used as the most impor-
tant taxonomic character (Hasle and Syvertsen 1996)
and most of the species within the genus have only
one. The species with 2 rimoportulae or more are
rather uncommon, and moreover there are species
with a variable number of rimoportulae (Table V),
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thus the identification based only on rimoportulae
become harder. In this study we recorded 5 species
having more than 1 rimoportula: T. hendeyi, T. punc-
tifera, T. simonsenii, T. symmetrica and T. visurgis. In
T. punctifera one central rimoportula and two mar-
ginal ones were observed, which lead to its identifica-
tion since this species has been pointed out having a

Figs 51256
Figs 51, 52. Thalassiosira cf. pacifica. Fig. 51. Valve showing areolar pattern and rimoportula (arrow), TEM. Fig. 52.
Rimoportula and marginal fultoportulae, TEM. Figs 53, 54. Thalassiosira sp. 1. Fig. 53. External view of a valve showing
the reduced rimoportula (arrow), SEM. Fig. 54. Internal view showing fultoportulae and rimoportula (arrow), SEM. -
Figs 55, 56. Thalassiosira sp. 2. Fig. 55. Valve showing areolar pattern and the reduced rimoportula (arrow), SEM. Fig. 56.
Detail of the rimoportula and marginal fultoportulae, SEM. Scale bars 5 1mm.

variable number of marginal rimoportulae (Herzig
and Fryxell 1986).

Another character that has not been considered
taxonomically important within the genus is the
number of satellite pores. In our observations there
is a consistency in the number of satellite pores for
T. profunda and T. pseudonana with previous studies,
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Table V. Marine Thalassiosira species with more than 1 rimoportula

Species Number Position Global distribution Reference

T. baltica 324 M: ? Temperate-cold waters Hasle and Syvertsen 1996
T. bipartita 2 M: 15021808 Subtropical Hallegraeff 1992
T. elsayedii 2 M: 1808 Gulf of Mexico Fryxell 1975
T. fragilis 2 M: 15021808 Temperate Herzig and Fryxell 1986
T. hendeyi* 2 M: 1808 Subtropical Hasle and Fryxell 1977
T. weissflogii 122? M: ? Caspian Sea Fryxell and Hasle 1977

(5 T. hustedtii var. vana)
T. ignota 122 M: ? ? Fryxell and Hasle 1979
T. punctifera* 2 (4) C: 1, M: 1 (3) Tropical Herzig and Fryxell 1986
T. simonsenii* 2 M: 1808 Wide distribution Hasle and Fryxell 1977
T. spinosa 2 C: 1, M: 1 Tropical Hallegraeff 1984
T. symmetrica* 2 M: 1708 Wide distribution Fryxell and Hasle 1972
T. tumida 2210 M: radial orientated Cold waters Johansen and Fryxell 1985
T. visurgis* 2 M: 1408 Temperate fresh Hasle 1978 c

to brackish water Mahood et al. 1986

M: marginal, C: central
* Recorded in this study

in which there were 2 at least in the central fultopor-
tula, whereas for the rest of the species studied at
least three are present. In T. cf. bulbosa, the 2 satellite
pores of the marginal fultoportulae seems to be an
important and distinct character. Also, these species
and T. mala show a cribra scarcely perforated,
whereas on the rest of the species the cribra have nu-
merous pores. These characters could be important
for the correct delimitation in these taxa.

In this study both T. exigua and T. tenera ‘ very
similar species, were recorded in the windy season,
the first being more frequently observed the last one.
Hasle and Fryxell (1977) have pointed out that the
differences between these species are the smaller dia-
meter of the former as well as the structure of the
valvocopula. In this work we did not observe the val-
vocopula but the small diameter and high density of
the marginal costae lead to its identification as T. exi-
gua. Another difference was the cribra, being scarcely
perforated in T. exigua, whereas in T. tenera it has
numerous pores. These differences can be observed
in Figures 9 and 39, and in plates 13 and 14 of Hasle
and Fryxell (1977). In addition, the central fultopor-
tulae in T. exigua had 4 satellite pores (Fig. 9) while
in T. tenera it had only three (Fig. 39); however,
Hasle and Fryxell (1977) have pointed out this char-
acter could be variable in both species. Additionally
the form of the fultoportulae can be very variable
in both species due to a siliceous layer covering all
fultoportulae (Hasle and Fryxell 1977) and forming
wedges attached to the marginal ones (figs 7, 42).

Distribution

The 23 species of Thalassiosira recorded in this study
can be considered a high number comparing with
similar studies for the same genus in other regions:
23 for Australian coasts (Hallegraeff 1984), 13 in the

lower Thames and some estuaries from Great Britain
(Belcher and Swale 1986), 20 in San Francisco Bay,
U. S. A. (Mahood et al. 1986), 21 in Bahı́a Blanca
Estuary, Argentina (Gayoso 1989), 18 in Loch
Creran, Scotland (Harris et al. 1995). This high
number of species found in the Gulf of Tehuantepec,
together with the 34 species of Thalassiosira reported
for Gulf of California (Hernández-Becerril and
Tapia-Peña 1995, Moreno et al. 1996) seem to indi-
cate that this genus is diverse on the Mexican Pacific
coasts.

Six species can be considered typically tropical:
T. exigua, T. hendeyi, T. leptopus, T, lineata, T.
oestrupii var. venrickae and T. punctifera. The rest
have been reported from temperate to subtropical
waters and including three cold water species: T.
tealata, T. pacifica and T. bulbosa. The latter one,
recorded previously only in the Arctic Ocean (Syvert-
sen and Hasle 1984). Thalassiosira visurgis is consid-
ered a fresh-brackish water species, but in this study
it was found in a typical marine sample far from the
coast. It is possible that this species should be consid-
ered as allochthonous and carried out from the im-
portant system of coastal lagoons of the Gulf of Teh-
uantepec.

Concerning the cosmopolitan species is important
to notice that T. decipiens, T. eccentrica, T. mala, T.
subtilis, and T. simonsenii were recorded in May and
November (dry and windy seasons) whereas the tem-
perate ones were only recorded in November (windy
season). The only one tropical species recorded only
in May (dry season) was T. hendeyi .

In conclusion, we believe that in spite of the local-
ization of the Gulf of Tehuantepec in the Tropical
Pacific, the group of species of Thalassiosira recorded
seems to indicate that this region represents a sub-
tropical zone at least in one period of the year. This
may be due to the combined influence of the upwell-



502 J. A. Aké-Castillo et al.

ings and a lowering of the temperature in the superfi-
cial layers of water due to the strong winds. Studies in
other diatom groups, particularly Chaetoceros (Aké-
Castillo 1997) support this conclusion.
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Aké-Castillo J. A. 1997. Sistemática y taxonomı́a de Chae-

toceros Ehrenberg y Thalassiosira Cleve (Bacillariophy-
ceae) del Golfo de Tehuantepec, México. Tesis Maestrı́a
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